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EasyWrite…? Mount Rainier...? 
What’s it all about? 

 
 

“ With EasyWrite, using a CD-RW disc is 
just as easy and convenient as using a 

floppy disc! “! 
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“EasyWrite, Mount Rainier”:  What is it? 
 

.. Mount Rainier gives you floppy disk replacement! 
 
In 1999, four companies: Philips, Compaq, Microsoft and Sony teamed up in a group called the 
“Mount Rainier Group”, and have developed an open standard for improved data storage on CD-
RW and DVD+RW discs. Often this standard is simply referred to as “Mount Rainier”, and is 
implemented in newer CD-RW drives on the market. 
 
What does “Mount Rainier” give you extra? 
“Mount Rainier” enables native OS support of data storage on CD-RW and DVD+RW.  
This makes the technology far easier to use and allows the replacement of the floppy drive.  
“Mount Rainier” wants to give you the same feeling when using a CD-RW disc as you are used to 
when using a normal floppy disc. Except that the CD-RW disc has a lot more storage capacity! 
 
This means: 

o Future Operating Systems (OS) will have native support for storing data on CD-RW or 
DVD+RW disc. This means that when such OS is installed, no more special programs on 
your computer are required! 
Still today you need to install dedicated application programs, like DirectCD from Roxio, 
or InCD from Ahead Software, to be able to drag and drop data on a CD-RW disc. 
 
Microsoft will implement the “drag and drop” function into their future Operating Systems 
(Longhorn, expectation: 2004). This means, like you are used to when using a floppy disc 
or hard disk, the Operating System on your computer takes care of the recording on CD-
RW. Dragging data to the CD -RW disc can be done via the normal ‘Windows Explore’ 
function.  
 
Until the moment when Microsoft will launch their new OS, you still need to install a 
‘bridge application’, like InCD or DirectCD. These applications already can support the 
Mount Rainier functionality! 
 

o No more long formatting times! 
Remember, as with a floppy disc, before any data can be dragged and dropped on a CD-
RW disc, the disc has to be formatted first. On existing CD-RW drives, which do not have 
the Mount Rainier function yet, this formatting procedure could take up to 20-25 minutes! 
A CD-RW with the “Mount Rainier” function, this formatting time is reduced into approx. 1 
minute or even less! 
 
After a fast format procedure of approx. 1 minute you can already drag data to your CD-
RW disc! 
At idle times, meaning at time periods that the CD-RW disc is not used by you, the 
computer continues to format the disc in a background process. 
 
Notes: 
?? Additional note when InCD from Ahead Software is used. 

In today’s InCD versions, a “soft eject” must be applied to eject the disc from the 
drive. This will take approx. 1 - 4 minutes. (The eject button on the drive is not 
activated by InCD).  
InCD does not inform the progress during this time in a window on the screen.   

 
?? Additional note when DirectCD from Roxio is used: 

To eject the CD from the drive, either the eject button on the drive or a “soft eject” 
can be applied. DirectCD will display a message that this will take approx. 1-4 
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minutes. 
 

o A disc recorded with the “Mount Rainier” standard is more robust and reliable! 
”Mount Rainier” has a built in function that make the CD-RW drive continuously monitor 
the quality of the recorded information on the CD-RW disc, even after years of usage! 
This function detects possible scratches or fingerprints on the disc, and re-allocates data 
to another ‘clean’ position on the disc when necessary. In this case, you have always the 
highest guarantee and highest reliability of the recorded data during many years of usage 
of the disc, at all circumstances! 
 

o A CD-RW disc recorded by “Mount Rainier” is backwards compatible! 
This means that the CD-RW disc, which is formatted and recorded using the “Mount 
Rainier” standard can be read (not recorded) by existing CD-ROM, DVD-ROM, CD-RW 
or Combo (CD-RW/DVD-ROM drive) drives, which are not yet prepared to read Mount 
Rainier discs.  
Also computers, which do not have EasyWrite software installed, are able to read 
EasyWrite written discs. 
 
This is done through providing a so-called software driver, which enables your computer 
to read EasyWrite recorded discs. This driver automatically is stored on the CD-RW disc, 
when the disc is formatted using the Mount Rainier standard.  
The comput er, which is used to read the Mount Rainier disc, needs to install this driver. 
The driver can be read from the Mount Rainier disc, or can be downloaded freely from 
the Internet.  

 
 
Then….  What is “EasyWrite”? 
 

 Simple, Fast, Robust! 
 
EasyWrite is a standards compliance logo for the new standard for dragging and dropping files to 
CD-RW and DVD+RW discs, as initiated by the Mount Rainier group formed by Microsoft, 
Compaq, Sony and Philips. 
EasyWrite functionality is indicated via the EasyWrite logo  on the front of the CD-RW or 
DVD+RW drive. 
EasyWrite combines  the simplicity of a floppy disc, large storage capacity of CD, and robustness 
needed for frequent data interchange and distribution. This ultimate floppy replacement offers 
considerable added value in business and home PCs. EasyWrite provides the easiest way now 
available to store, move and share large quantities of information.  
 
Simple  
Once an EasyWrite capable application is installed, or the functionality is integrated into the PC’s 
operating system, the host will recognize and handle the EasyWrite disc drive in the computer –or 
one attached as a separate external drive- as a regular drive, just like its hard disk. And even 
better: EasyWrite operates like a regular drive and requires regular discs. This means that the 
user can instantly drag and drop files to a disc and back to the hard disk. EasyWrite is 
transparent to end-users. The functionality looks and feels just like it was in the operating system. 
It is woven seamlessly into the operating system, and later through native OS support. 
 
Fast   
EasyWrite is fast. Take a new CD-RW disc out of the box; insert it to the drive, and within 
seconds you can start dragging and dropping data. The drive handles  formatting in the 
background so you’re not disturbed by it. Even if you eject the disc before background formatting 
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is completed, the disc is still readable in all MultiRead CD-ROM and DVD-ROM drives. Current 
CD-RW applications can take more than 20-25 minutes to format the disc before you can start 
writing data.  
 
Robust  
EasyWrite embodies a dramatically improved defect management system. This makes it far more 
robust towards dirt and scratches than current packet -writing applications.  
EasyWrite requires compliancy with the specifications of the Mount Rainier group.  
 
 
What do I need to use the “EasyWrite”?  
 
  .. Philips EasyWrite Drive, replaces your floppy drive! 
 
First of all you need a Philips CD-RW drive, which has full EasyWrite functionality. As described 
above, you can recognize this drive by checking for the EasyWrite logo  on the front of the 
drive. 
At this moment (September 2002), Philips offers two types of CD-RW drives, which have 
EasyWrite functionality. Both drives are so-called Combo drives, meaning the drives have 
besides CD-RW functionality, also have DVD-ROM read functionality. 
 
Since Microsoft has not released their new Operating System yet, which fully takes care of the 
EasyWrite recording functionality, at the moment ’bridge’ application software is needed. 
This application software is delivered with the Philips EasyWrite drive on the installation CD.  
 
Philips supports the following bridge applications: 
 

1. InCD from Ahead Software. Please install the InCD version delivered with the drive. 
Make sure the version number is 3.31.1 or higher.  

2. DirectCD from Roxio. Please install the DirectCD version delivered with the drive.  
Make sure the version number is 5.3.1.154 or higher. 

 
 
Where can I find more information? 
 
  .. Check out the Philips and Mount Rainier websites! 
 
There are several sources to get more information: 
 

o First of all, more information on Mount Rainier and EasyWrite can be found on: 
www.mt-rainier.org 
 
This is the website of the Mount Rainier Group, teamed by Philips, Compaq, Microsoft 
and Sony. This site shows a lot of general information on Mount Rainier and EasyWrite, 
including how to get the EasyWrite logo, etc. 
 

o A White paper is created which describes in more details the benefits and functions of 
EasyWrite. This white paper can be found on:  
www.mt-rainier.org 
 
and 
 
www.philips.com/pcstuff 
This website is the Internet site fro m the Philips Consumer Electronics Organization 
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which takes care of the CD-RW drives sales, and product support. 
 

o More information can also be found in the documentation of the EasyWrite CD -RW/DVD-
ROM Combo drives that Philips currently supplies. In the short term, an updated “More 
Info” file can be downloaded from the Philips website:  
www.philips.com/pcstuff 
 

 
 
What are the first product(s) with “EasyWrite” functionality? 
 
  .. Philips Combo drives: the best move to EasyWrite! 
 
The first products with EasyWrite functionality are the following drives: 
 

o Philips RWDV3210K, which is a CD -RW 32x10x40 / 12x DVD-ROM Combo drive. 
 

o Philips RWDV1610, which is a CD-RW 16x10x40 / 10x DVD-ROM Combo drive. 
 
Philips offers owners of the RWDV1610 drive, the possibility to upgrade their drive for the 
use of the EasyWrite function. This is done via a firmware upgrade of the drive. The 
firmware can be downloaded from: 
www.philips.com/pcstuff 
Next to the drive firmware upgrade, you will also need an upgrade of the application 
software you are using. See below for more details.  

 
 

How to download and upgrade your “EasyWrite” application 
software? 
 
By today (September 2002), Philips supports two types of application programs, which support 
the EasyWrite functionality. These are DirectCD from Roxio, and InCD from Ahead Software. 
Make sure you have the latest versions as indicated above. 
The latest InCD version from Ahead Software can be found at: www.nero.com 
The latest DirectCD version from Roxio, can we found at: www.roxio.com 
On these sites also the latest “EasyWrite” software drivers can be found to enable your computer 
to read EasyWrite written discs. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


